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Patient Information



What to expect when your child receives the BCG
vaccine

It is unlikely that the BCG vaccination will cause a high
temperature and therefore paracetamol is not required.

Some babies have no reaction to the vaccination, and some have
a bigger reaction, but any reaction is likely to be localised to the
injection site.

e Following vaccination and up to 6 weeks - a small, red
blister may appear at the injection site. This should heal
within a few weeks.

e From 2-12 weeks - the blister may turn into a small,
weeping sore.

e The sore may take up to 3 months to heal and may leave
a small scar. This is normal.

° Do not squeeze or scratch the site.
Bath your baby as normal but do not apply any
k products directly to the site or massage the
area.

If the blister starts to ooze or weep a small dry
dressing can be applied, but do not cover with
plasters unless you are taking the baby

swimming. Leave the injection site open to the
air as much as possible to aid healing.
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\ Do not rub or massage the site

When to seek advice

¢ If the injection site becomes bigger than a 10p coin

o If the redness and swelling moves away from the injection
site

e If your baby develops any lumps or swelling in the armpit

e [f the injection site has not healed by 12 weeks

BCG vaccine and routine immunisations
Your baby can have their routine immunisations at any time

before or after their BCG vaccine but should not have any further
injections in their left arm for 12 weeks/3 months after their BCG.

Further Information

We endeavour to provide an excellent service at all times, but should you have
any concerns please, in the first instance, raise these with the Matron, Senior
Nurse or Manager on duty.

If they cannot resolve your concern, please contact our Patient Experience
Team on 01932 723553 or email asp-tr.patient.advice@nhs.net. If you remain
concerned, the team can also advise upon how to make a formal complaint.
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We can provide interpreters for a variety of languages, information in
larger print or other formats (e.g. audio) - please call us on 01932 723553.

You can use Text Relay to turn telephone communications into text.
Use the Relay UK app on your phone, tablet or PC.
You can also use Relay UK via Minicom or Uniphone.
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Jezeli chcemy, aby te informacje w innym jezyku, prosze zadzwoni¢ 01932 723553

Ashford Hospital St. Peter’s Hospital
London Road Guildford Road
Ashford, Middlesex Chertsey, Surrey
TW15 3AA KT16 OPZ.
Tel: 01784 884488 Tel: 01932 872000
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